
T H E  N AT I O N A L  

T R A F F I C  S Y S T E M

B R I A N

W X 5 F T S



A B O U T  M E

• Technician License issued January 28th, 2011 in Urbana-Champaign, IL (KC9TOK)

• Upgraded to General that Summer in Waco, TX

• NTS handler for half a year

• One of many Net Controls for DFW Traffic Net

• Worked with ARES for 3 years in McLennan County, Texas (Waco, TX)

• Certified with FEMA as a Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) member

• Work for Dallas CERT on a volunteer basis



A B O U T  T H E  T R A F F I C  S Y S T E M
• Called the “National Traffic System” or NTS for short, but can be used to send messages 

worldwide

• Messages are normally no more than 25 words long

• The forms used to send messages are called “Radiogram forms”

• Traffic consists of 4 different types of “priorities” and various handling instructions

• Each person has their own system for numbering Radiograms (most common is numbering 

each message you send in the order you send it (i.e., you are sending your first message 

on the NTS system ever or for the year and number it “1”, second message numbered “2”, 

and so forth)





W H AT  I S  A  R A D I O G R A M ?

• The standard format for messages

• Allows us to use a standardized and consistent layout when making, sending, 

receiving, or delivering messages from around the world

• While Radiograms come in various formats (i.e., green tear-off pads, PDFs, 

Spreadsheet files, etc.) they will always have the same content.

• What does a basic Radiogram form look like?





PA R T S  O F  A  R A D I O G R A M

• 4 Basic Parts

• Header

• Address

• Text

• Signature





R A D I O G R A M  

H E A D E R

Message Number
Precedence (aka 
“what priority is 
the message?”)

Handling 
Instructions

Station 
Introducing the 

message into the 
Traffic System

Number of words 
in the message

Where the 
message 

originated from

Time the message 
was sent

Date the message 
was sent



A D D R E S S  

B O X

Who are you sending it to?

What is their phone number?

What is their Email?

Are there any special instructions not 
covered by the Handling Instructions (HX)?



T E X T  A N D  S I G N AT U R E  B OX E S

• Self explanatory (for the most part)





H O W  I S  A  R A D I O G R A M  M O V E D ?



O V E R V I E W  O F  

H O W  T H E  N T S  

W O R K S

Pass Message to Traffic 
Handler (If Needed)

Originating Local Net 
(Introduction of 

Message to the NTS)

Originating State, 
Provincial, or Territorial 

Net

Originating Regional 
Net

National/International 
Net

Recipient’s Regional Net

Recipient’s State, 
Provincial, or Territorial 

Net
Recipient’s Local Net

(If needed) Delivery 
outside Local Net



H O W  T H E  N T S  

W O R K S  I N  D F W

Pass Message to 
Traffic Handler 

(If Needed)

DFW Early/Late 
Traffic Net

7290 or Digital 
HF Net

Recipient’s State, 
Provincial, or 
Territorial Net

Recipient’s Local 
Net

(If needed) 
Delivery outside 

Local Net



H O W  T O  G E T  S TA R T E D  I N  T H E  N T S

• Various ways to get started or find resources related to the National Traffic 

System:

• NTX STM Website: (www.k8amh.com)

• ARRL NTX Section Website:  (www.arrlntx.org)

• DFW Traffic Net (www.dfwtrafficnet.org)

• 7290 Traffic Net (www.7290trafficnet.org)

• Winlink/RRI (www.radio-relay.org or www.winlink.org)

• ARRL Net Search (www.arrl.org/arrl-net-directory-search)

http://www.k8amh.com/
http://www.arrlntx.org/
http://www.dfwtrafficnet.org/
http://www.7290trafficnet.org/
http://www.radio-relay.org/
http://www.winlink.org/
http://www.arrl.org/arrl-net-directory-search


N T S  N E T S  AVA I L A B L E  I N  D F W
• DFW Early Traffic Net (W5FC 146.880MHz -0.600MHz PL 110.9) 18:30 every 

night

• DFW Late Traffic Net (WA5CKF 146.720MHz -0.600MHz PL 110.9) 22:30 every 

night

• 7290 Traffic Net (7.290MHz LSB) 10:00-12:00 every day but Sunday

• TEX (Texas CW) Traffic Net [not affiliated with the ARRL] (3.451 or 3.456MHz 

CW) 19:00 and 22:00 every day but Saturday

• Texas Slow Net (3.570MHz +/- QRM CW) 19:45 every day



L E T ’ S  T RY  W R I T I N G  A  M E S S A G E !

• Using what you’ve learned, let’s write a message to Brian (WX5FTS).  Your 

message can contain anything that interests you or anything you want to say.

• Questions?  Raise your hand and ask!  I’ll be more than happy to help you out!


